SKIING AND 
SNOWBOARDING 


TRIP RESCHEDULED 


Due to bad weather, the skiing 
and snowboarding trip has been 
rescheduled to March 15. 

The trip will be to Gunstock 
Mountain, and the price is $35. 
The price includes lift ticket and 
transportation. 

Students may bring one non- 
NECC friend. Their cost is $50. 
All participants must be age 18 or 
older. 

Email Maureen Saliba at msal- 
iba@necce.mass.edu 


“WHAT IS 
CONSCIOUSNESS’ 


TALK 


Student Paul Kelly will be 
leading a talk on the topic “what 
is consciousness” in an informal 
discussion on the philosophical 
idea of consiouness. 

The talk will be on Wed., Feb. 
25 from noon to | p.m. in C113, 
Spurk Building. 


BLUE MAN GROUP 


TRIP : 

On Thursday, March 26 the 
Athletics department will be 
sponsoring a trip to go to Boston 
and see the Blue Man Group. 

Showtime is 7:30 p.m. and 
the group will be departing the 
Haverhill campus sometime 
around 5 p.m. There will be a 
pick up at the Lawrence campus. 

Cost for NECC students, fac- 
ulty and staff is $45. A guest cost 
will be $53. This price includes 
ticket and transportation. 

All people attending need to 
be at least 18 years of age. 

Tickets must be purchased by 
Feb. 25. See Maureen Saliba in 
D104 or Stephanie Bryzowksi in 
L134 for more info or to purchase 
a ticket. 


LAWRENCE CPAC 
CENTER HAS 
RETURNED 


Due to unforseen circumstanc- 
es, the Lawrence CPAC Center 
and the Welcome Center, located 
at 414 Common Street in Law- 
rence (The Abraham E] Hefni Al- 
lied Health and Technology Cen- 
ter) had been temporarily moved 
to 45 Franklin Street, second 
floor until further notice. 

The services that had been re- 
located were Acadmic Advising, 
Admissions/Enrollment, Finan- 
cial Aid and the walk-up window 
services. 

Lawrence CPAC returned to 
its original location on Feb. 23 
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Photo by Faith Gregory 
NECC students set up a display showcasing black artists, politicians and public figures throughout history. The goal is 
to educate students on a culture that does not get nearly the attention it requires in education and talk about important 
historical figures who have shaped the U.S. and the world. 


Forensic science course offered 


NECC is offering a 
new science focus 


towards CJ majors 
By KyLe Benson 
Correspondent 

There’s a new course in town. 
The Forensic Science course, 
aimed at Criminal Justice majors, 
started this past fall semester. 

Criminal Justice coordinator 
Paul Cavan and Professor Mike 
Cross collaborated to create the 
class. 

They figured since Criminal 
Justice majors need to complete 
two lab science courses, the stu- 
dents might as well have a lab 
pertaining to their major other 


than anatomy and plant biology 
classes. 

Cross, who teaches an array 
of chemistry courses and science 
labs, was willing to teach the 
course. 

“I think it was just one of 
those things where, with my 
background as an organic chem- 
ist, I’m used to dealing with tiny 
quantities of things and being ex- 
tremely accurate and precise with 
all my measurements. A lot of the 
techniques used in the forensic 
science lab are the same ones use 
in a chemistry or biochemistry 
lab,” said Cross. 

“DNA, fingerprinting, all 
these different techniques are 
pretty much the same thing, it’s 


just applied to an actual crime 
scene rather than just a soil sam- 
ple that you find on the street.” 

The class teaches students 
to observe, collect, analyze and 
evaluate evidence found at crime 
scenes. It also goes over multiple 
other topics in modern criminal 
justice. 

“Our first week of lab I had 
two people come up to me af- 
ter class and start discussing the 
lab and we hadn’t even actually 
performed the lab yet, yet they 
are reading ahead and doing it. 
That doesn’t typically happen in 
a regular chemistry class so it’s 
nice to see so much excitement 
and enthusiasm and questions in- 
stead of just the passive student. 


I like it when people start to ask 
questions and they’re interested 
in finding out a little bit more,” 
Cross said. 

Nathaniel Blair, a student tak- 
ing the Forensic Science course 
this semester, said, “It’s a inter- 
esting subject. I’ve been interest- 
ed in it for a while, that’s why I . 
took the class. And also Mike is a 
very entertaining teacher.” 

“The professor always manag- 
es to keep it interesting, with his 
various magic tricks,” said stu- 
dent Paul D’Eon. 

Cross is a man of chemistry, 
forensics and magic, creating a 
class that is educational and fun 
for everyone. 


PACE tranfer adviser highlights program’s focus 


By Erica CRoTEAU 
Correspondent 


Because NECC houses more 
than 70 associate’s degree pro- 
grams and certificates, students 
are able to transfer out of the 
community college with a degree 
in hand. 

While the transferring process 
includes several steps and fine 
details, the PACE transfer pro- 
gram assists students from start 
to finish. 

Funded by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education, PACE is able 
to support first-generation, in- 
come eligible students with grad- 
uation and transfer processes. 

While being funded by the 
government, PACE is only able to 
service NECC students who meet 
criteria that is purposely outlined 
by the government. 

Once deemed eligible, stu- 
dents are able to meet with ad- 


visors in order to see what needs 
can be met and what steps can be 
taken. 

NECC transfer adviser, Kris- 
ten Arnold, said, “my goal is to 
meet one-on-one with all our stu- 
dents to help them clarify their 
career and transfer goals.” 


not he or she plans to commute. 
Once these factors are out- 
lined, students and advisers can 
work together to create an appro- 
priate application list that will al- 
low them to move forward in the 
process. 
As the transfer process in- 


My goal is to meet one-on-one with all our students to 


help them clarify their career and transfer goals. 


- Kristen Arnold 


—_— HS 


During this process, advisers 
implement a transfer question- 
naire that allows them to under- 
stand factors that will ultimate- 
ly sway a student’s’ decision to 
transfer. 

This could include aspects 
such as a student’s intended nia- 
jor, a price range and whether or 


cludes many steps and details, 
Arnold voiced that paperwork 
becomes one of the most difficult 
challenges when going through 
the process. 

“Depending on where stu- 
dents apply and how many col- 
leges they decide to apply to — the 
paperwork can get a bit compli- 


cated. It’s really important to stay 
organized and ask your adviser 
for help when there is something 
you receive that you don’t under- 
stand,” said Arnold. 

While the process could pose 
some difficulties, Arnold has seen 
that starting out at NECC makes a 
difference in several aspects of a 
student’s academic career. 

When asked if NECC transfer 
students have been properly pre- 
pared academically, Arnold said, 
“our students do very well when 
they transfer and transfer admis- 
sions staff have also comment- 
ed to me on how well prepared. 
our students are for upper level 
coursework.” 

Spots are currently open in the 
PACE transfer program. 

Contact Kristen Arnold atkar- 
nold@necc.mass.edu for more 
information on elligibility for 
PACE. 
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Diversity in media is important and neccessary 


Journalism is often heralded 
as the vanguard of free speech 
as a vital function of a demo- 
cratic society. Journalists need 
to represent and raise the voices 
of all members of a society, by 
covering news from all parts of a 
civilization and, importantly, by 
employing and publishing jour- 
nalists from all parts of society. 

February is Black History 
Month, and there have been sev- 
eral notable Black journalists 
who have shaped America’s his- 
tory for the better, pushing us to- 
ward our current position in the 
journey towards equality and tol- 
erance. The U.S. has a long way 
to go if we are to reach our goal 
of equality and freedom for all, 
but these remarkable individuals 
have pushed through oppression 
and continue to inspire and propel 
society toward that better future. 

Historically famous Black 
journalists include Ida B. 
Wells-Barnett, who was an activ- 
ist and did investigative journal- 
ism into lynchings in the south; 
Frederick Douglass, who was an 
abolitionist, wrote several books 
and was the publisher of “the 
North Star,” an abolitionist news- 
paper; and W.E.B Du Bois, an 
essayist, activist, sociologist, his- 
torian and founder of the NAACP 
who also founded the magazine 


“The Crisis,” an NAACP maga- 
zine. 

The National Association of 
Black Journalists, founded in 
1975 in Washington D.C., has 
recognized a multitude of Black 
journalists for “outstanding con- 
tributions to the industry,” ac- 
cording to their website, includ- 
ing 35 contemporary journalists 
and 10 historical journalists, all 
inducted in April 2004.Recent in- 
ductees include William Raspber- 
ry, a columnist for the Washing- 
ton post in 2006; John L. Dotson 
Jr., the former president and pub- 
lisher for the Akron Beacon Jour- 
nal and co-founder of the Robert 
C. Maynard Institute for Journal- 
ism Education in 2007; and Larry 
Whiteside, a former reporter for 
the Boston Globe who received 
the award posthumously in 2009. 

Diversity in newsrooms is 
important, because if everyone 
in the newsroom only represents 
the culture of white America, 
there are huge, vitally important 
aspects of American experience 
that are inaccessible to the news 
-- aspects that are in desperate 
need of coverage. All newsrooms 
should strive to employ reporters 
who have access to perspectives 
that are underrepresented or ac- 
tively repressed in the dialogue 
of American media. 
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Above is an article from “The North Star,” an Abolitionist newspaper published by 


Frederick Douglass in the mid 1800s. 
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Do you feel caught up 
in your classes? 


“No, not even anywhere close.” “II have my first lab tonight, so 


“Absolutley” 


no.” 


Ryan Moscuett! 
Mathematics Major 


DONNA PASSEMATO 
Exercise Science Major 


JONATHAN TEMPLE 
CIS Transfer Option 


* 


“I have been cramming to make 


“Personaly yes, but I think the “Yes the extra time off gave me 
rest of the class is struggling.” 


Kevin CARVALHO 
Criminal Justice Major 


time to study.” 
ELFIE GRUSING 


Biology Major 


up for missing so many days.” 
STEPHANIE DELEON 


Communications Major 
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Nursing program Renaissances at Lawrence 


Lawrence campus is 
a great place to start 


a nursing Career. 
By Respecca WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 

The Lawrence campus at 
NECC has rapidly transformed 
in the last year for the nursing 
program, along with the Law- 
rence campus in general. From 
renovations around campus, to 
better places to eat in the urban 


some nursing program educators 
to take longer than that to com- 
plete the program. 

There are a multitude of op- 
tions for nursing students, and 
to become a nurse. NECC has a 
licensed practical nurse (LPN) 
course, which takes forty weeks. 

The program trains nurses to 
be at work at the bedside, in long- 
term care or community settings 
such as visiting nursing. 

Jill Becker, who has been a 
nurse for over 40 years and edu- 
cator for the nursing program for 


Our students are coming in and taking 
those shorter steps, and we encourage 


everybody to go forward. 
- Jill Becker 


ea 


surroundings and an overall feel- 
ing of positive change, Lawrence 
is a great place to be for NECC 


13 years, has seen countless stu- 
dents come through the nursing 


program with success. 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


This is the ambulance simulation room, which has a fully 
functioning ambulance and mannequin for first response 


students. 

For nursing students, the pro- 
gram at NECC offers both a 
general curriculum and nursing 
courses. It is set up for 2 years, 
however, it is a very intense cur- 
riculum so it is recommended by 


“One of the things I tell my 
students all the time is that my 


care about those students who 
may have had a little bit more 
difficult (time), and that I worked 
hard with to see them graduate, 
but to me it’s just being able to 
communicate with students in 
this way, and I like the fact that 
we have a small program and 
small classes.” 

NECC has a great support sys- 
tem of faculty members always 
willing to help their students 
acheive their goals because of 
the smaller classes in many of the 
majors offered. 

“There’s 30 students in our 
nursing | and 2 cohort, there’s 36 
in the nursing 3 and 4 cohort and 
we have 18 students in the LPN 
to RN evening program. You get 
to know them really well,” said 
Becker. 

The associate’s degree pro- 
gram for nursing at NECC is de- 
signed to be done in 2 years. It is 
a very intense program with the 
goal being to train an entry level 
nurse. 

Jobs for an entry level nurse 
also include long term care, but 
can also be in community set- 
tings. If a student has the dream 
of working in a hospital, most 
hospitals in today’s job climate 
are looking for nurses with a 


bachelor’s degree, so NECC 
can help students pursue that by 
transferring. 


“A nurse who has an associ- 
ate’s degree can continue on and 
transfer to a four year college and 
finish the credits to get a bach- 
elor’s degree. Our students are 
coming in and taking those short- 
er steps, and we encourage every- 
body to go forward,” said Becker. 

Although LPNs do not have 
the same level of responsibility 
as a registered nurse, NECC is a 
great stepping stone for nurses to 
start off at to become a registered 
nurse (RN) which has higher pay- 
ing jobs. 

“For some students, doing the 
practical nurse route is a good 
way to get started because within 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Nursing students are participating in one of the labs, 


learning a medical procedure 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Nursing students are sitting in one of the classrooms in El 


Hefni, taking notes. 

resturaunts that may appeal to a 
college setting more so than be- 
fore, the building themselves are 


prize in the end is watching them C G 


What I think is really exciting is that 


Lawrence is undergoing a great change..” 
- Jill Becker 


graduate. I'll have students who 
come up to me and ask how I’m 
doing and still remember being in 
my class and things like that. and 
that is always great. I especially 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Birthing simulation room with learning mannequins for 


student practice. 


a year once you've finished the 
nursing part of it, you can be out 
working.” 

The Lawrence campus is the 
primary location for the nursing 
program. The unfortunate stigma 
that is often associated with Law- 
rence has been rapidly changing 
along with innovative technology 
around both the city and the col- 
lege. 

“We are starting to see Law- 
rence pick up, there’s more peo- 
ple around, I like it and I’m happy 
being here. They’re about to get 
a new police department, the op- 
tions are endless,” said Becker. 

The college presence has not 
only been improving, but it has 
in some ways influenced the sur- 
rounding areas in a more positive 
way. There are more surrounding 


3+ 


newer and more modern, there is 
even a sky deck area in El Hefni 
for nursing students to be out- 
side to study in the sun when the 
weather permits. 

“I think the things that make 
Lawrence an exciting place, is 
that it’s much more of an urban 
environment. You do have to 
move around a bit to different 
buildings and there is a bit of a 
walk but I think that’s nice. 

“What I think is really exciting 
is that Lawrence is undergoing a 
great change and I like being at 
Northern Essex to be a part of the 
change.” 

Many of the classes are found 
in the El Hefni, which was com- 
pleted a year ago, and the Dimitry 
building, which has also gone un- 
der renovations. 


“The neat thing about this 
building is that they created a 
very modern type of health edu- 
cation program. We have really 
neat classrooms.” 

“We have labs with multiple 
bays and a simulation suite that is 
supposed to simulate a hospital,” 
said Becker. 

The simulation wing of the El 
Hefni is incredible. They have 
mannequins that can blink their 
eyes, talk and have functions for 
students to practice medical pro- 
cedures on. 

Professors are even able to 
watch students take care of a 
patient on camera and speak to 
them with a microphone through 
the mannequin to instruct, and go 
over their progress afterwards in 
a briefing room. There is a simu- 
lated apartment, trauma unit, am- 
bulance mannequin included, and 
doctor’s office where last year 
students got the opportunity to 
help with flu shots and a simulat- 
ed birthing area with a pregnant 
mannequin. It is an innovative 
technique to train young nurses 
and learn their trade in a real-life 
setting. Students interested in the 
nursing program should contact 
their advisers. or pay a visit to the 
Lawrence campus. 
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Students => 
for Winterfest 


festivities 
By Cuap GoRHAM 
News Editor 

As Mother Nature wallops the 
northeast with up to seven feet of 
snow, the Student Engagement 
Center held its annual Winterfest 
in the Sports and Fitness building 
on Feb 11. 

The main 
theme at Win- 
terfest was the 
NECC Winter- 
fest Game of 
Life, where the 
Sports and Fit- 


ness Building 
was transformed 
into a_ giant 


board game resembling the game 
of life. Throughout the board 
game there were mini game stops 
along the way. The first mini 
game stop involved spinning a 
wheel to see what your next move 
would be. The next stop was the 
game of Perfection where the 
student is faced with putting the 
pieces on the right space before 
time runs out and the board pops 


SECURITY LOG 


Haverhill Campus 


Feb 13 

A car slipped in the Spurking 
Parking lot causing minor 
damage to another car 


Feb 17 

A student slipped on a patch of 
ice walking from the C build- 
ing to the B building 


Lawrence Campus 

Feb 20 

A students bag was stolen 
when left alone on a table in 
the Dimitri building. 


Where to find security: 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., 
room C-112(b) 
978.556.3689 


Riverwalk Campus 
360 Merrimack St. 
Bldg. 9, Entry K, Floor 3 
978.659.1200 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 
978.738.7499 


Lawrence Ext. Campus 
78 Amesbury St. 
main lobby 
978.738.7699 


ame of Life comes to cam 


up and the pieces go flying out. 
After successfully completing 
that the students would roll again. 
The other two mini game stops 
included the games of Pictionary 
and Cranium. 

The student who finished the 
game first won a Winterfest Swag 
Bag that included an NECC win- 
ter hat, a NECC Ice scraper, a first 
aid kit and other winter supplies. 
For students who did not win the 
NECC Winterfest Game of Life 


- Stephanie Deleon 


$5 


did not walk away empty hand- 
ed. They gave away consolation 
prizes to all students who played 
the game. 

Kadee Tapley, the Program- 
ming Assistant in the Student 
Engagement Center said, “I loved 
the theme this year. It seemed like 
the students really enjoyed play- 
ing the NECC Winterfest Game 
of Life.” 


Free food was popular at Win- 
terfest. The organizers offered 
a free Hot Chocolate Bar with 
marshmallows, peppermints, 
Fluff and hazelnut cookies. The 
Nacho Bar that also included 
ground beef, chicken, lettuce to- 
matoes cheese and also included 
queso and chili. 

Stephanie Deleon, a Com- 
munications student said, “My 
favorite is the free food, it’s ap- 
preciated that they offer it to us 

for free. I do love 


C e the event, it’s one 


My favorite is the free food, its appreciat- 
ed that they off it to us for free. 


of my favorite ac- 
tivities on campus.” 

Tapley said, 
“The Hot Choco- 
late Bar and the Na- 
cho Bar were a big 
hit. The students 
really like when we 
have food to offer. 

Some of the other events were, 
picture key chains and name art. 
Elfie Grusing, a Biology student 
said, “I really enjoyed the name 
art, it was pretty cool the way 
they created your name out of 
shellfish and palm tree patterns. 
I also enjoyed spending time 
with my friends and making new 
friends.” 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Nancy Henry, an employee of Student Engagement plays 


perfection as her mini game. 


Robert Parker, the Director of 
the Fitness and Wellness Center 
set up a Wii system for students 
to play some winter sport video 
games such as skiing and snow- 
boarding. 

With all the snow on the quad, 
some snow shoes were broken 
out which had the students tram- 
pling through the deepest part 


of the snow in the middle of the 
quad without sinking. 

Donna Passemato, an Exer- 
cise Science major said, “It was 
exciting and it was great cardio- 
vascular exercise. More students 
should have taken advantage of it 
because it so good for you. Some 
students could use them to get to 
their next class faster. 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Students play a mini game at the Winterfest events held in the Sports and Fitness Center, where the game of Life was 
played using the floor as a board. 


Students teaching students 


The math center has 
different options in 
helping students 


By JUSTIN MERCED 


Correspondent 

The Math Center: Built for 
Student Success, Run by Engi- 
neers 

The Math Center is one of the 
most helpful resources for stu- 
dents taking math and science 
courses at NECC, but many stu- 


dents do not take advantage of 


this great opportunity. 

Tutors in the Math Center pro- 
vide assistance to students seek- 
ing help in the subjects of alge- 
bra, calculus, statistics, physics, 
chemistry and biology. In other 
words, Math Center tutors can 
help with all math subjects and 
most science course work, and 
is also an especially invaluable 
resource for those majoring in 
more math-intensive majors like 
engineering. 

The majority of the tutors in 
the Math Center are current/or 
former NECC students who have 


a great love for Science, Tech- 
nology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) related work, and most 
also happen to be engineering 
majors. “I legitimately enjoy the 
process of tutoring,” said com- 
puter engineering major Sam 
Beverage, who tutors all math 
subjects and chemistry and phys- 
s. “It would help if more teach- 
ers told their students about us.” 
Beverage is just one in a group 
of individuals who feel that the 
Math Center isn’t utilized as 
much as it should be. “At univer- 
sities, things like the Math Center 
don’t exist,” said Dan Svenconis, 
who has been a tutor in the Math 
Center for fourteen years. Sven- 
conis also said that many students 
don’t realize the opportunity the 
Math Center provides them, and 
that they’d “most likely pass the 
course” in math or science if they 
took advantage more often. 
There are, however, some 
subjects and special areas of ac- 
ademic interest that seem to re- 
quire more of a focus in the Math 
Center. “Not a lot is missing,” 
said Svenconis, but the quality 


of service for students would im- 
prove if there were more tutors in 
calculus, but especially statistics. 
“Statistics is like learning a new 
culture in math,” he said, as “it’s 
not just repetition like other math 
subjects, but a lot more variabil- 
ity.” 

Tad Pierre-Louis, computer 
engineering major and math and 
physics tutor, also related that stu- 
dents would benefit from having 
tutors with knowledge in specific 
subjects, also saying that there’s a 
great need for tutors in statistics, 
but that there’s also a need for 
tutors in the subjects of anatomy 
and physiology and programming 
for engineering students, such as 
in the C++ and JavaScript pro- 
gramming languages. 

Habib Maagoul, who is the 
Math Department Chairperson, 
math professor and a former 
engineer, stated that there are 
over 300 engineering students at 
NECC. Maagoul said he finds the 
Math Center a great resource for 
all students, including engineers, 
but that they should also confide 
in their professors for help as of- 


ten as possible as well, to include 
help with programming. When 
asked about the addition of tu- 
tors in more specialized subjects, 
Maagoul also stated that there is 
enough money in NECC’s budget 
to hire three or four more student 
tutors whenever possible. 

Students interested in becom- 
ing a tutor in the Math Center can 
pick up an application in room 
C-200 on the Haverhill campus. 
The applicant would only be re- 
quired to fill out his or her de- — 
sired tutoring subject and times 
of availability, and would also 
need to get one to three signatures 
from a professor as proof of profi- 
ciency in that subject. 

On the Haverhill campus, the 
Math Center is located in room 
C-201 Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and on Sat- 
urday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. On 
the Lawrence campus, the Math 
Center is located in room LA-103 
and LA-104 and is open at vary- 
ing times. See the Math Tutoring 
web page on the NECC website 
for more details 
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Journalism and 
Communication 
student striving for 
a career in sports 
radio. 


By CuristinA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 

For many high school gradu- 
ates, living away from home for 
college is a fresh start, or a free 
pass from parents. 

Many college freshman meet 
new friends, join different clubs, 
sports teams and make connec- 
tions that will last a lifetime. 

For NECC Journalism and 
Communication student Travis 
Barrett, it took going off to col- 
lege to realize what he wanted to 
strive for in the future. 

Twenty-one year old Barrett 
is a resident of Haverhill, Mass. 
and is a graduate of Whittier Re- 
gional Vocational Technical High 
School. He was ac- 
cepted and attended 
Framingham State 
University for two 
years as a business 
major. 

He found there 
was a certain depth 
to the business 
world. Although as 
he continued his 
education in business, it wasn’t 
all it seemed to be. 

“J learned there was a lot of 
manipulation and opinions. | did 
not like that aspect of it at all,” 
said Barrett. 

As time went on he withdrew 
himself from Framingham State 


to attend NECC as a General 
Studies major. 

He did not like being a busi- 
ness major, and did not know 
what he wanted to do as a career 
in the future. 

Many students in their first 
years of college have no clue as 
to what they want to do in the fu- 
ture. 

It is highly common with the 
pressures of finding a job after 
earning a degree. Many fear what 
the future may bring-- living up 
to adult responsibilities like pay- 
ing bills and living independently 
is intimidating to some. 

“IT should have went to com- 
munity college first. I wasn’t 
quite ready for the four year 
plan,” said Barrett. 

He doesn’t regret any of the 
time spent at Framingham State. 
It helped shape and motivate him 
toward a future he wanted. 

“T wouldn’t take back the time 
spent at Framingham because 
of the friendships I made there. 
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I should haye went to community college 
first. | wasn’t quite ready for the four year 


plan. 


- Travis Barrett 
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We're still friends today,” said 
Barrett. 

Barrett has been with NECC 
for three semester now includ- 
ing the Spring of 2015. He was a 
General Studies major for his first 
semester at NECC, to get ground- 


ed and figure out his interests. 


While attending NECC, he 
works at Dunkin Donuts. He bal- 
ances work and classes, like most 
community college students. 

“One day I was working 
drive-thru, and a customer said I 
had an awesome voice and that it 
would be great for radio, which 
was really cool,” said Barrett. 

A simple compliment from a 
customer helped inspire Barrett 
to really think about what he’d 
enjoy doing in the future. 

“J watch and listen to a lot 
of music and sports radio. The 
idea kind of morphed into one. 
I wouldn’t mind sitting around 2 
or 3 guys debating, talking and 
throwing opinions back and forth. 
I do that everyday,” said Barrett. 

It took Barrett one semester to 
decide getting into sports radio 
was the right fit for him. 

Going into the Fall semester of 
2014, Barrett switched his major 
to Journalism and Communica- 
tion. 

He also enrolled in the fairly 
new —_—-co-oper- 
ational —_ intern- 
ship program at 
NECC. Barrett 
applied to CBS 
Radio to work 
with 98.5 The 
Sports Hub for 
the Felger and 
Mazz show with 
the help of Amy 
Callahan and Ashley Braggar 
who help run the program. 

“J ended up getting the in- 
ternship, but unfortunately pri- 
or commitments came up, and I 
didn’t take it,” said Barrett. 

He continues his education 
and course load, and plans on me 
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Journalism and Communication major Travis Barrett sit- 
ting in his public speaking course. 


plying for 98.5 The Sports Hub 
again in the Fall of 2015. 

Sometimes it takes going 
away to realize what students re- 
ally want to do with the future. 

Some are very career orient- 
ed and know exactly what path 
they want to take, and where they 
want to end up. 

For others, it can be challeng- 
ing trying to sort everything out. 

Attending a community col- 
lege is not a bad choice. It can 
save money, and may even be less 
stressful. 

Some students want to get 
right out there and have the “col- 
lege experience.” It is not it is 
all cracked up to be. The simple 
things like missing home cooked 
meals, friends, family, their own 
pillow, bed, the couch, their own 


bathroom, driving and not having 
to wear flip flops in the shower. 

They all add up and some stu- 
dents may not be ready for that. 

Community college resolves 
that by being a commuting 
school. They have the freedom to 
go home after classes and possi- 
bly work part time. 

Students need to prioritize and 
think about how they want to go 
about their education after high 
school. 

Community colleges such 
as NECC offer a similar course, 
they host events, have clubs, 
sports teams and organizations. 

They have most amenities that 
a four-year college has, but they 
don’t have the title of being a 
four-year college. 


Slow start for spring semester 


Many students and 
staff are finally 
adjusting to their 
spring semester 


classes 
By CuristinA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 
For most students and staff 
this semester, the consistency 
of snowstorms throughout the 
month of February have been dis- 
ruptive to their class schedules. 
The semester began Jan 21, 
and since then there have been 
a total of seven 


Students who 
have courses 
on Tuesday and 
Thursday only 
have not had 


a full week of SO 


class until the 
week of Feb 17. 

“Not having class on some 
of those days has thrown me off 
completely. I just want to get 
back into the swing of things,” 
says NECC General Studies ma- 
jor Maddi Wilson. 

It can be troublesome to the 
instructors because they have set 


syllabi they follow strictly. 

Almost all of the instructors 
at NECC have had to make some 
adjustments. Some students may 
be happy that there has not been 
class, and that winter break had a 
bit of an extension. 

“T don’t mind the days off from 
class. I get to work a couple more 
hours for the days it wasn’t so 
bad,” said NECC student James 
Traverso. 

Although it may seem nice, it 
could lead to a more difficult se- 
mester. 

Instructors have had to change 
around their lesson plans to for- 


I just want to get back into the swing of 


things. 
- Maddi Wilson 


mat the rest of the semester. 

To make up for lost class time, 
some have had to cancel out some 
topics they planned to teach. Oth- 
er instructors may attempt to 
squeeze together what was sup- 
posed to be learned on the lost 
days. 

Also, it disrupts what midterm 


and final material students will 
have to test on. 

With storm after storm, park- 
ing has been a challenge for both 


campuses especially in Law- 
rence. 
With a limited amount of 


space, there is not much space to 
put the snow in Lawrence com- 
pared to Haverhill. 

The most recent significant 
storm on Feb 9 and 10 left both 
campuses closed and for the Na- 
tional Guard to be deployed. 

During the course of that 
week, around the campus Na- 
tional Guard people blocked off 
streets in order to re- 
move the significant 
amount of snow. 

Most students 
have resorted to park- 
ing in the Amesbury 
Street parking garage 
across from the Lou- 
ise Haffner Fournier 
Education Center. 

It is a great option if the NECC 
parking lots are full, or if there 
is a parking ban in effect on the 
street. 

It is also a lot safer with not 
having many places to walk, and 
the area surrounding the garage is 
easily accessable to campus. 

A green card is distributed to 
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A snowy scene from the parking lots at NECC’s Haverhill 


Campus. 


each person in the garage. Bring 
the card to a security desk in one 
of the buildings where they log 
and stamp information of your 
parking. 

It’s a very quick, simple pro- 
cess, and it is completely free. 

Luckily, the last two weeks of 
February have been consistent 
enough for classes to be held. 

It gives instructors an edge to 
plan out how the rest of the se- 


mester will go. Hopefully for the 
rest of the semester, classes will _ 
be held without any interruption 
from mother nature. 

To recieve text alerts about 
cancellations or emergency 
events, go online and sign up for 
NECC Alert. 

For more information visit 
the NECC website under Student 
Services and Public Safety. 


NECC ARTS 
COMING SOON 


Now through March 1 
Prinmaking Exhibit 


Harold Bentley Library 


Art Space 


Monday, March 2 
One Act 
Submission Deadline 


Sunday, March I 
4:00 p.m. 

Piano Master Class 
TC103 

Free admission 


Sunday, March 15 
Peace Poetry 
Submission Deadline 


Week of March 9 
Parnassus 
Submission Deadline 


Saturday, March 28 
5:00 p.m. 

Music Department 
Open House 


Hartleb Technology Ctr 


Free admission 


Sunday, March 29 
7:30 p.m. 


Summer Music Festival 


Faculty Concert 
TC 103 
Free Admission 


Wednesday, April t 
One Act Anditions 


Friday, April 10 

7:00 p.m. 

The Naval Pops Band 
TC103 

Free Admission 


Sunday, April 12 
4:00 p.m. 

Piano Master Class 
TCIO3S 

Free Admission 


Thursday, April 16 
7:30 p.m. 

Cabaret 

CC103 

$5 Admission 


Friday, April 24 
Saturday, April 25 
8:00 p.m, 

Still Point 

Dance Performance 
Lawrence High School 


Performing Arts Center 


Wednesday, April 29 
6:30 p.m, 

Jazz Ensemble 
TC103 


Friday, May 1 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Peace Poetry Contest 
Reading Event 


Friday, May 1 
Saturday, May 2 
One Act Performances 


Sunday, May3 
2:00 pum. 
Concert Choir 
Performance 
rc ios 
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Arts and Entertainment 


It’s not too late to get involved 


By Kim WuitinG 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Many student clubs 
are still accepting 


new members 


You may think it’s too late to 
join a club or group, but many 
of them are still accepting new 
members. 

You do not need to be enrolled 
in a music class to become in- 
volved in the music program. 

Along with classes and clubs, 
private lessons are offered 


The Music Club, led by pro- 
gram director Ken Langer, meets 
every other Thursday at 1:00 on 
TC220 . 

The Chorus Club, led by pro- 
fessor Alyssa Buchiere, meets 
on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
12:30 in the Spurk building, lec- 
ture hall A. 

“We accept new members any- 
time, at any exeprience level.” 
Said Langer. 

Music clubs include the Jazz 
/ Rock Ensemble, the Small En- 
sembles, Chorus and Chamber 
Choir. 
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We accept new members anytime, at any 
experience level. 
- Ken Langer 
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through the music program in 
many disciplines. 

A piano, drum kit and practice 
rooms are available for student 
use in the Hartleb Technology 
Center. 


In addition, the music depart- 
ment is holding an open house on 
March 28 which will include free 
food and refreshments. 

Faculty and students will be 


Photo courtesy of NECC newsroom 


Fall 2014 Jazz Ensemble posed outside the Hartleb 
Technology Center prior to last semester’s winter recital. 


available to answer questions and 
there will be performances by the 
ensembles and students. 

Langer said that he is always 
looking for ways to introduce the 
music program to the public and 
the open house will be a great op- 
portunity to see what is available. 

“A great selling point is that 
our music program is designed 
to replace the first two years of a 


four year degree, allowing trans- 
fer students to begin as a junior.” 
Langer said. 

For more information about 
the music department, contact 
Ken Langer at 978-556-3223 or 
klanger(@necc.mass.edu. 

For more information about 
the chorus program, contact Al- 
isa Buchiere at 978-556-3226 or 
abucchiere@nece.mass.edu. 


Staff and submissions needed for NECC’s literary magazine 
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This is a chance to get your stuff 


published, and seen. 
- Patrick Lochelt 
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As well as having staff posi- 
tions available, the NECC liter- 
ary magazine is currently accept- 
ing entries for the spring printing. 

This award winning maga- 
zine accepts entries from NECC 
students throughout the fall and 
spring semesters for annual print- 
ing every spring. 

The magazine staff consists of 
NECC students and faculty who 
read and score the submissions 


-and do the layout and design, 


which is then sent out to a private 
company for printing. 

An open call for staff mem- 
bers is issued at the beginning 
of each semester. Since five of 
the previous staff members are 
not returning, this semester has 
a greater than usual need for new 
members. 

No experience is necessary 
to join the staff and you do not 
need to be enrolled in any par- 
ticular class to qualify, although 
knowledge of design and layout 
are helpful. 

Staff meetings are held on 
Thursdays at noon when needed, 
but much of the communication 
is done through the magazines 
facebook page, according to fac- 


ulty advisor, Patrick Lochelt. 

Along with staff members, Lo- 
chelt said that there is a shortage 
of appropriate content submitted 
for consideration. 

The magazine is not restricted 
to written entries. Photographs 
and artwork are also accepted, 
and Lochelt is hoping that the 
magazine can eventually add 
an electronic component which 
would allow video content to be 
posted through youtube or sound- 
cloud. 

Anyone with an interest in de- 
veloping this is strongly encour- 
aged to join. 

There is no limit on the num- 
ber of submissions a student can 
enter, although the staff is careful 
to include only high quality con- 
tent that is consistent with its na- 
tional award winning history. 

The magazine, generally about 
78 pages, was less than 60 pages 
last year due to lack of appropri- 
ate content. Art submissions are 
particularly lacking, said Lochelt. 

While entries are always ac- 
cepted, the spring issue will be 
sent to the printer sometime just 
after spring break, so they will be 
teady for distribution by the end 


Dance club meets weekly 


With so many snow days, 
dance club has had an interrupted 
start this semester. 

At the writing of this article, 
new members were still being 
accepted, though the positions 
for performances may be filled at 
this time. 

Meetings are held on Mondays 
from noon to | p.m. in the Sport 
and Fitness Center and are open 
to all NECC students, regardless 
of skill level or experience. 

“If you're looking to meet new 
people, express your creative side 
and get a great workout, theq 


Dance Club is for you,” said Mi- 
chelle Deane, who is a NECC 
professor as well as coordinator 
and department chair of the Per- 
forming Arts department. 

A performing arts showcase 
will be held during the semester 
at the Hartleb Technology Center 
on the Haverhill campus and an 
end of semester performance will 
be held in April at the Lawrence 
High’ School’s performing arts 
center. Information about the 
dance club, and these events, is 
available by contacting Deane at 
mdeane@necc.mass.edu. 


of finals in May. 

About 1,000 copies of the 
magazine are printed for distribu- 
tion at NECC. Half are put out 
during the spring, and the other 
half are reserved for the fall. 

Lochelt said, “This is a chance 
to get your stuff published, and 
seen.” 

Parnassus has won the follow- 
ing awards: 

2008 

Second Place, 
sion CCHA awards 

First Place with Merit, ASPA 
awards 

Best Gallery Section, ASPA 
awards 

2009 

First Place, Eastern Division 
CCHA awards 

Finalist, ACP Magazine Pace- 
maker awards 

First Place with Merit, ASPA 
awards 


Eastern Divi- 


Silver Medal, NCMPR awards 

2010 

First Place, Eastern Division 
CCHA awards 

Silver Crown, CSPA awards 

First Place, ASPA awards 

Best Page Design, ASPA 
awards 

2011 

First Place, Eastern Division 
CCHA awards 

Best in Nation: ACP Pacemak- 
er Awards 

Gold Crown, CSPA awards 

First Place, ASPA awards 

Gold Medal, NCMPR awards 

2012 

First Place, ASPA awards 


For more information about 
the magazine, visit the website 
at parnassuslitmag.com or con- 
tact Patrick Lochelt at plochelt@ 
necc.mass.edu. 


Theater directors wanted 


Proposals are now being ac- 
cepted for one-act plays. 

All students are invited to sub- 
mit entries, regardless of past the- 
ater experience. You do not need 
to be enrolled in the theater pro- 
gram to participate. 

A one-act play is usually an 
original production, though a stu- 
dent is welcome to submit an in- 
terpretation of existing work. 

Each performance should be 
contained to one act, as the name 
implies, and should run about 10 
- 15 minutes long. 

Professor Jim Murphy said 


that this is a great way for stu- 
dents who may be curious about 
the theater program to get in- 
volved, without making a large 
commitment. 

Proposal forms and instruc- 
tions are available by contacting 
Susan Sanders in room C317C. 

The Top Notch Players are 
also always looking for people to 
help with set and costume design. 

More information is available 
about all theater opportunities 
by contacting Susan Sanders at 
978-556-3374 or ssanders(@necc. 
mass.edu, 
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By ASHLEE ROSE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

This past month here in New 
England can be described in one 
word: snowy. With record break- 
ing snow falls drowning us in feet 
of snow every week, these snowy 
New England winters get old real 
fast. 

If you’re like me and are sick 
of living in cold New England, 
there’s hope! Take a look at these 
Top Four Colleges to transfer to 
after your time at NECC, all of 
which are located in warmer ar- 
eas around the U.S. 


@ 
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Costal Carolina 
University 


Only eight miles from beauti- 
ful Myrtle Beach, this university 
is a must for beach lovers. 

Located in South Carolina, 
CCU features degrees in busi- 
ness, science, liberal arts and 
much more. Founded in 1954 
CCU, hosts close to 10,000 stu- 
dents each year. 

During South Carolina’s win- 
ter season, the temperature is 


- 


around 65 degrees -- which may 
seem cold to the natives, but for 
New Englanders, that’s warm! If 
CCU seems like a match for you 
Visit its website at coastal.edu 
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University of — 
California, 
Los Angeles 


Located on the opposite side 
of the country, UCLA is located 
in Los Angeles, miles from Sun- 
set Blvd. 

For Hollywood and celebrity 
fanatics, UCLA could be perfect. 
With famous Santa Monica and 
Venice beach just minutes away 
by bus or car, this University has 
a lot to offer. 

UCLA features degrees in an- 
esthesiology, musicology, nursing 
and over 50 more to choose from; 
UCLA has a lot to offer. 

Founded in 1919, UCLA host 
close to 30,000 students each 
year, so if you’re into big atmo- 
spheres consider UCLA your next 
stop in life. For more information 
Visit their website at ucla.edu 


Does Blackboard 
work well enough? 


Do you use 
blackboard as much 


as you should? 
By Lucy Kicarui 
Correspondent 

“Welcome to the Blackboard 
site. Please take some time to be- 
come familiar with this site,” said 
Patricia Portanova. 

This is a typical announcement 
that students read typically after 
registering for classes at NECC. 

Blackboard is a website that 
professors use for any assign- 
ments, announcements, class syl- 
labus and even grades. 

For the most part, it is easy to 
use and does not require an exten- 
sive amount of computer literacy 
to navigate the site. 

It is a way for teachers to di- 
rectly connect with their students 
and reach them all at once. 

Whether it’s a class cancella- 
tion, updates on upcoming due 
dates or posting lecture notes, it 
is an important part of a student’s 
college career. 

Even though it is a widely 
used source, not all professors 
choose to use it. 

So if it is not a requirement for 
the professors, the question arises 
as to, is it really useful or not? 

Many students open their 
Blackboard accounts and directly 
derive what they need to do from 
the site. NECC student Rumaira 
Balborda said, “If 1 don’t come to 


class, I can catch up online. 

I can see lecture notes, assign- 
ments and grades.” That is one 
positive aspect of the site-- if stu- 
dents do not come to class, they 
do not have to fall behind. 

Teachers often link any read- 
ing materials on the site that aid 
the learning experience. 

Edwin Henriquez also said, 
“It saves me money from buying 
books, makes things easier, and 
keeps things organized.” 

It seems as though blackboard 
is a “smart idea,” Henriquez said. 
It is right at students’ fingertips 
with the option to link email to 
blackboard account, therefore re- 
ceiving any postings right to stu- 
dents’ cell phones. 

Since not all professors choose 
to use blackboard for their class- 
es, does this mean it benefits 
some courses more than others? 

Patrick Lavin said, “I like it 
with online courses but not in 
class. It is not a benefit for lec- 
ture classes... some have enough 
classes and material so it’s not 
needed.” 

When students pick their 
classes, there is no questionnaire 
that asks them to choose whether 
they would like to use it or not. 

The class description will not 
clearly state it-- the only way stu- 
dents would find out is on the first 
day of class. So it is completely 
up to the professor. 


Oklahoma State 
University 


Located in the middle of the 
U.S. in Stillwater, Okla., OSU is 
a major University in Oklahoma. 

Home to the OK Sooners, this 
university is a way to get away 
from the city and enjoy what the 
south has to offer. 

With summer temps reaching 
close to 100 degrees, if you love 
the heat, Oklahoma is the place 
for you. Founded in 1890, OSU 
hosts more than 30,000 students 
each year. 

With degrees in education, 
arts, and human services, OSU 
shows just how much the south 
has to offer. For more info visit 
go.okstate.edu 


Full Sail University 
My top pick is located in warm 
sunny Winterpark, Florida. There 
is nothing winter about this town. 
With winter temps in the high 
70s and 80s, this is the top spot 
if you enjoy the warm laid back 


pick of snowtopia ? 


lifestyle that Florida has to offer. 
Founded in 1979, the for-prof- 
it school hosts close to 15,000. 
Known as an_ entertainment 
school, Full Sail has degrees in 
sports broadcasting, computer 
animation, game art and so much 
more. It has so much to offer and 
lead you to great opportunities. 
Located only 25 minutes from 
Orlando and Disney World, and 
located near beaches and lakes 
to relax after your studies, FSU 
earns its number | spot. For more 
information visit fullsail.edu. 


Did we miss 
any important 
sun-soaked 
colleges? 
Got your own 


transfer tips 
or stories? 

Let us know: 
Write in to 
observer@ 

necc.mass.edu 


NECC 
students 
on Netflix 


By Epwin HENRIQUEZ 
Correspondent 

NECC students prefer stream- 
ing films and shows rather than 
buying them. 

Services like Hulu and Netflix 
have become a juggernaut in the 
entertainment industry. With mil- 
lions of subscribers, are the cable 
companies in trouble? 

According to oppositeviews. 
com, “CNBC reported that 30 
percent of viewers ages 18 to 24} 
and 37 percent of viewers ages 
25 to 34, had given up paying for 
cable tv in favor of using Netflix. 

Computer science major Steve 
Vega says that Netflix is cheap 
and the options are endless. “I 
Netflix showed football games, I 
would cancel my cable.” : 

Accounting major Vince Rab- 
kin said “House of Cards has be- 
come my favorite show, Netflix 
is doing a good job at producing 
their own programing.” : 

The overwhelming number of 
positive reviews has proved that 
Netflix is here to stay. It will be 
interesting to see what steps the 
cable and theater industries use to 
combat these opposing forces. 


BOSTON 


| UNIVERSITY 


Complete your bachelor’s part-time at BU’s Metropolitan College. 
Choose from 15 self-paced majors, accelerated programs in 
Computer Science & Management Studies, or an online degree 


in liberal arts. 


Undergraduate Open House 
Saturday, March 28, 10:30 a.m. 


Sign up at 


will 


< 
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Deaf and hard of hearing accommodations at NECC 


By Faira Grecory 
Editor-in-Chief 

Accessibility is important in 
education to guarantee all stu- 
dents have equal opportunities to 
learn. The learning accommoda- 
tions department at NECC strives 
to do just that -- ensure that all 
students are comfortable and 
have what they need to succeed. 

Deb McKinney is the coordi- 
nator for deaf and hard of hearing 
services at NECC. 

“[We provide] communica- 
tions access for deaf and hard of 
hearing students and staff,” she 
signed. 

The department works to 
provide translators for “classes, 
meetings, activities, student cen- 
ter, faculty one on one with stu- 
dents, for tutoring, supplemental 
instruction -- basically all ser- 
vices.” 

The department also works 
closely with CPAC -- make sure 
there’s smooth transitions and 
helps set up note takers for deaf 
students and extended testing 
times if they need it. 

“It’s hard to take notes and 
watch the interpreter at the same 
time,” signed McKinney. 

One type of communication 
accommodation the program pro- 
vides, along with interpreters, is 
CART or Communication Access 
Realtime Translation. CART al- 
lows for all dialogue at events 
to be recorded and typed so that 


deaf and hard of hearing attend- 
ees can know what is being said 
at the event. 

“[We] provided CART for the 
first time at graduation services 
[last] year,” signed Mckinney. 


cation. 

“Communication access as 
a whole is pretty good,” signed 
McKinney. “It’s nice here -- it’s 
a community college ... there’s 
support, but it takes a while to 
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[We provide] communications access for deaf and 


hard of hearing students and staff. 


- Deb McKinney 


A 


McKinney also works to pro- 
vide other types of communi- 
cation accommodation, includ- 
ing JAWS, or Job Access with 
Speech, which is a program that 
allows students with vision loss 
or blind students to “listen to de- 
scriptions about the environment 
and use it to visually hear what’s 
going on.” 

“Most things are very posi- 
tive,” signed McKinney. “I’m in 
my seventh year -- there’s more 
faculty awareness, accessibility.” 

An area of improvement 
would be providing more closed 
captioning -- there’s not enough 
throughout the campus. 

Closed captioning allows for 
deaf and hard of hearing students 
to read the audio in a video, and 
it needs to be made more wide- 
ly available in classes, class ac- 
tivities, and even more showing 
small video at events like convo- 


Alzheimer’s Angels 


An NECC student is 
trying to raise funds 


for a good cause 
By Farry Grecory 
Editor-in-Chief 

NECC student Robert Scarel- 
li and his sister Casey are on a 
mission to fight Alzheimer’s. He 
founded a facebook page and 
twitter dedicated to “Alzheimer’s 


Angels make snow or sand angels 
when tagged,” said Scarelli. 

“We started doing the angels 
in the snow, but we think we can 
do it all year round because they 
can do it in the beach, in the sand 
and stuff. We’ve gotten people 
from California that we know 
who are doing the beach.” 

“Me and my sister came up 
with this idea for Alzheimer’s be- 
cause our grandmother currently 


Se 


We came up with the idea that differentiates us from 
the ice bucket challenge (which is) like more of a 
summer thing. 


- Robert Scarelli 


SO - 


Angels,” a fundraiser similar to 
the ALS ice bucket challenge. 

“We came up with the idea 
that differentiates us from the ice 
bucket challenge (which is) like 
more of a summer thing,” said 
Scarelli. 

The Alzheimer’s Angels face- 
book page, located at facebook. 
com/alzheimersangels, says, 
“simply get outside take a picture 
or video of you making a snow 
angel and nominate five friends. 
If you do it we ask you donate 
$10 and if not $100! Have fun.” 

“Participants in Alzheimer’s 


has Alzheimer’s,” said Scarelli. 

“We started seeing signs when 
she was 58 years old. And at 
the age of 60, when she was di- 
agnosed, and now she’s 64, she 
needs around-the-clock care, so 
we started up this facebook page, 
which has got 336 likes over 
three weeks ... and we started it 
up as awareness for Alzheimer’s 
to try to raise money for a cure.” 

Links to donate can be found 
on the facebook page, as well as 
the twitter @angelsforalz. 


educate people. For a small com- 
munity, there’s a lot of people.” 
Deb Mckinney is on several 
committees at NECC working 
for accommodations and access 
including the ADA Access Com- 
mittee, Access media committee, 


Riccio-Enis compiles infor- 
mation on how to work with in- 
terpreters for faculty, staff and 
students, “information on how to 
work with interpreters, especially 
in a college environment.” 

“Along with that packet, | 
email faculty and let them know 
they’re going to have a learning 
accommodation student,” said 
Riccio-Enis. 

There are 10 to 15 freelance 
interpreters contracted per se- 
mester at NECC, depending on 
the semester. 

Another program that focus on 
deaf services at NECC include 
Gallaudet University which states 
on their website that “Gallaudet 
University, federally chartered 
in 1864, is a bilingual, diverse, 
multicultural institution of higher 


Along with that packet, I email faculty and let them 
know they’re going to have a learning accommodation 
student. 


- Dena Riccio-Enis 


Bo 


Diversity and Cultural Commit- 
tee, Academic Goal Team 3 and 
the Student Advisory Committee. 
Dena Riccio-Enis is in charge 
of interpreting and communica- 
tion access services. She makes 
sure interpreters are available and 
she assigns and schedules them. 


education that ensures the intel- 
lectual and professional advance- 
ment of deaf and hard of hearing 
individuals through American 
Sign Language and English.” 
NECC also strives to edu- 
cate parents of deaf children and 
teaches English language for deaf 


and hard of hearing students. 

Riccio-Enis and McKinney 
also ensure that deaf and hard of 
hearing students can get commu- 
nications access for community 
events and clubs on campus. 

“We automatically get inter- 
preters for all college assemblies, 
presidents meetings, convoca- 
tion, graduation, awards night 
and professional development 
days,” signed McKinney. 

If a club is hosting a meeting 
or event, they are required to post 
a communication accommoda- 
tion notice on the bottom of their 
fliers. If a deaf or hard of hearing 
student contacts the host of the 
event, it is the host’s responsibili- 
ty to ensure there is an interpreter 
present at the meeting. 

The link to request interpret- 
ing sevices can be found at bit. 
ly/IvsVEUU by clicking the logo 
displayed. 

(nece.mass.edu/academics/ 
support-services/learning-ac- 
commodations/deaf-and-hard-of- 
hearing-services/interpreting-ser- 
vices/ ) 

The communication accom- 
modations department also does 
awareness training and presenta- 
tions, and workshops on deaf cul- 
ture and communication access. 

For more information, contact 
Deb McKinney at dmckinney@ 
nece.mass.edu, or Dina _ Ric- 
cio-Enis at driccioenis@necc. 
mass.edu 


NECC offers comprehensive 
deaf studies program 


Students can become 
proficient in ASL 
and deaf culture at 
NECC 


By FairH GREGORY 
Editor-in-Chief 

The deaf studies major at 
NECC is a program for students 
who are interested in learning a 
new language and a new culture. 

Luce Aubry is the coordina- 
tor of the program. Students can 
work to become interpreters, 
or they can get a degree in deaf 
studies that allows them to work 
in the deaf community. 

“So, we have three options in 
our program. The most popular 
option is interpreting transfer op- 
tion. 

“So students start off to com- 
plete a two year track and transfer 
to a four-year degree in interpret- 
ing because our field requires a 
bachelor’s degree to pursue na- 
tional certification. So we happen 
to have a partnership with Fram- 
ingham where we offer the full 
four years,” said Aubry. 

“Then we have just straight-up 
deaf studies for people who are 
interested in working in the deaf 


community but don’t intend to 
become interpreters. So they take 
a set of different courses-- the re- 
quirements are not as rigorous as 
for interpreters. 

“For instance, students who 
want to become interpreters have 
to pass all the sign language 
classes with a grade of B or bet- 
ter. The other students can pass 
with a grade of C,” said Aubry. 

The program also offers a cer- 
tificate for students who want to 
be certified in deaf studies but al- 
ready have completed a different 
major. 

“We have an option which is 
called a certificate option, which 
is really for students who have a 
bachelor or master’s degree al- 
ready. 

“They don’t have to take all 
the gen eds, but they take all the 
core courses. Most of those stu- 
dents intend to pursue the inter- 
preting,” said Aubry. 

Students who are interested in 
the program should have a pas- 
sion for language and an interest 
in learning about different cul- 
tures. 

“Most of our students are not 
deaf, although occasionally we 
do have some deaf or hard of 
hearing students because they 


want that second deaf studies 
track ... they come into our pro- 
gram to get all the deaf history, 
the deaf literature, deaf culture 
classes. And then they move on 
to become teachers or workers in 
human services,” said Aubry. 

Some of the courses in the 
deaf studies program include six 
different levels of ASL, deaf cul- 
ture, deaf literature, linguistics 
of ASL and intro to interpreting. 
Students are also required to take 
cultural anthropology, ethics and 
all gen ed requirements. 

There is a cap on the program 
of 22 people per year. 

“It is a pretty rigorous program 
... Students should expect there’s 
a lot of homework, a lot of expec- 
tations, a lot of demands of, sort 
of, performing because you have 
to demonstrate your ASL skills in 
class all the time,” said Aubry. 

“We look for people who have 
a really good attitude ... going 
into the field for the right rea- 
sons.” 

For more information on the 
program and becoming a deaf 
studies major, contact Luce Aub- 
ry at laubry@necc.mass.edu 
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News 


NECC students weigh 
in on transferring 


By Erica CroTeau 


Correspondent 

NECC provides a full advis- 
ing staff who are in constant con- 
tact with many of the four year 
colleges and universities within 
Massachusetts and in surround- 
ing states. These staff members 
assist in the basic legwork that 
gives students knowledge about 
the transferring process. 

Sarah Parsons, current liberal 
arts major here at NECC said, 
“the transferring process intimi- 
dates me because I’m unsure of 
all the information other colleges 
will need, and how long the pro- 
cess will actually take from start 
to finish.” 

While the transferring process 
is one with numerous steps and 
fine details, NECC students have 
the opportunity to use resources 
such as the PACE transfer pro- 
gram to figure out what his or her 
next step is. 

PACE or Pathways to Aca- 
demic & Career Excellence, of- 
fers a transfer advising program 
to all NECC students. From col- 
lege visits to applications, advi- 
sors offer individualized academ- 
ic and transfer advising plans. 

Some students, including fu- 
ture student Emma McElroy, 


_ have not been aware that such 


programs exist on the NECC 
campus. 


McElroy said, “I have never 
heard of the PACE transfer pro- 
gram. But the fact that they offer 
help and guidance through the 
whole process is extremely com- 
forting — knowing that a trained 
professional is right by your side 
puts my mind at ease.” 

With the intensity and weight 
that comes along with transfer- 
ring, students carry a certain 
amount of anxiety and stress that 
is lessened by the services and 
help offered at NECC. 

Whether transferring to an in- 
state or out of state university or 
college, the feelings of being anx- 
ious and the rush of excitement 
makes for a journey that leaves 
college students feeling ready for 
a switch. 

Business transfer, Hannah 
Latham, said, “I started at NECC 
after [I] withdrew from a previ- 
ous college, just two days before 
I was supposed to move back in. 
So I really just want to find some- 
where I would like to stay for the 
rest of my college years.” 

With the spring semester com- 
ing to a close in just a few short 
months, students have the oppor- 
tunity to take advantage of re- 
sources such as PACE in order to 
make their next academic move. 

To search possible transfer op- 
portunities, visit Collegeboard. 
com or visit an advisor. 


Why, Brian Williams, why? 


GSA to hold trans suicide 
awareness bake sale 


Suicide rates in the 


trans community are 
high 

By JoserH MELI 

Staff Writer 

The NECC Gay/Straight Alli- 
ance will be holding a bake sale 
on Wednesday, Feb. 25, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Spurk build- 
ing lobby. Proceeds from the 
event will benefit the Massachu- 
setts Transgender Political Coali- 
tion, an organization dedicated to 
ending discrimination based on 
gender identity, and the American 
Foundation for Suicide Preven- 
tion. 

“Events like these are import- 
ant because the trans community 
doesn’t get enough attention,” 
said Kelly Schwing, student 
president of the GSA. “After the 
whole Leelah Alcorn tragedy, the 
amount of attention was great, 
but there needs to be more.” 

Leelah Alcorn was a 17-year- 
old transgender girl from Ohio 
who committed suicide in De- 
cember of last year. In her suicide 
note, which she published online, 
she said she wanted her death to 
have an impact on the national 
dialogue; consequently, Leelah’s 


death sparked worldwide discus- 
sion about the treatment and rep- 
resentation of trans people in so- 
ciety, and the GSA bake sale will 
be held in her memory. 

GSA member Colby Patrie, 
who created paintings of Leelah 
to raffle off at the event, said 
Leelah’s suicide note -- which 
was posted on Tumblr but has 
since been removed -- inspired 
the artwork. 

“When I read [the note] I was 
like, “This is a serious problem.’ 
I’ve heard so many stories where 
trans people have died and their 
parents bury them with their birth 
gender and name. 

“And so I said, ‘I want to paint 
something that represents her as 
she really was.’” 

GSA members believe the 
easygoing nature of selling baked 
goods will allow them to more 
easily start an open dialogue 
about the sensitive topic with at- 
tendees. 

“It’s a good, comfortable way 
to get people to come up to us,” 
said GSA staffer Sara Ramirez. 
She expressed hope that, after 
getting information from club 
members, participants will leave 
with an interest in the subject and 
be compelled to educate them- 


Students share opinions on 


the anchor’s exaggeration 
By Duane SHERMAN 


Correspondent 

Here at NECC, Journalism students are 
stressed two facts from the second they 
land in that classroom seat. “Accuracy! 
Accuracy! Accuracy!” is one. The other is 
“your credibility is all you have.” It’s pret- 
ty straight forward advice. This is nothing 
new. It’s been the same since news became 
a way of communicating with one anoth- 
er. The truth is important. The truth does 
matter. 

It’s tough enough to report the news, 
but it’s even tougher to be the news. NBC 
Nightly News anchor Brian Williams did 
just that, but it wasn’t overnight. It took 
12 years for it to come to light that there 
had been some embellishment on the part 
of Williams. 

Williams had conflated events regarding 
his proximity to conflict in a warzone. 

This embellishment has forced one of 
America’s most trusted newsman to spend 
the rest of his career sporting a metaphori- 
cal black eye. 

NBC News president Deborah Turness 
released a statement saying, “We have 
decided today to suspend Brian Williams 
as Managing Editor and Anchor of NBC 
Nightly News for six months. The suspen- 
sion will be without pay and is effective 
immediately. We let Brian know of our de- 
cision earlier today. Lester Holt will con- 
tinue to substitute Anchor the NBC Nightly 
News. 

“While on Nightly News on Friday, Jan- 
uary 30, 2015, Brian misrepresented events 
which occurred while he was covering the 
Iraq War in 2003. It then became clear that 
on other occasions Brian had done the same 


while telling that story in other venues. 
This was wrong and completely inappro- 
priate for someone in Brian’s position. 

“In addition, we have concerns about 
comments that occurred outside NBC 
News while Brian was talking about his ex- 
periences in the field. As Managing Editor 
and Anchor of Nightly News, Brian has a 
responsibility to be truthful and to uphold 
the high standards of the news division at 
all times.” 

This is not the first time that an anchor 
has gone down in flames over a news story. 
Just ask former CBS Evening News anchor, 
Dan Rather. He was let go at the pinnacle of 
his career over a false story regarding the 
as-yet-to-be-elected President George W. 
Bush. 

The troops that were in the actual heli- 
copter that was shot down, are the real story 
and should have been the focus, not Wil- 
liams himself. 

Alexandra Cote of Bradford, herself 
a graduate of Journalism studies, now at 
NECC for a degree in Psychology said, “I 
don’t think that he will be back. Most do it, 
but he got caught. There are different per- 
spectives, but it didn’t really hurt anyone.” 

Lisa Hernandez, a freshman at NECC 
who resides in North Andover said, “TI 
think that it [the punishment] is too harsh. 
It’s not right what they are doing to him. 
He’s not the first guy to say something not 
true, but not everyone gets that type of pun- 
ishment.” 

At least one freshman on campus echoes 
the sentiments of the journalists code, ref- 
erenced at the beginning of this article. Vic- 
toria Sheperd of Amesbury said, “The news 
doesn’t always tell the whole story. Telling 
us what we only want to hear takes credi- 
bility away.” 


- QuIN 


selves on their own time. 

Leelah Alcorn is far from 
alone as a trans victim of sui- 
cide. In a report compiled by the 
American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention and the Williams In- 
stitute, 41 percent of respondents 
to a survey for transgender and 
gender non-conforming adults 
said they had attempted suicide at 
some point. 

Many of the reasons these peo- 


ple listed as motivators included 


rejection from family and friends, 
discrimination when attempting 
to access healthcare and victim- 
ization by law enforcement. 

With these sobering facts in 
mind, Schwing stresses the im- 
portance of giving to organiza- 
tions that support trans people 
and fight discrimination. 

“These are growing problems 
not just in our community, but 
in the world as we know it,” she 
said. “It seems unfair that only 
in tragedy do these people have 
light shone on them.” 

The event was originally 
scheduled to take place on Feb. 
9, but had to be cancelled due to 
inclement weather. Baked goods 
will be contributed by GSA mem- 
bers. 
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By Mike ALonGI 
Sports Editor 


Track and field has a 
new coach for 2015 


William Roche has taken over 
as the new head coach for the 
Knights’ outdoor track and field 
team. Roche was previously the 
assistant track coach under for- 
mer head coach Richard Brown. 
Brown decided to step down from 
the position prior to the 2015 
season. 


Knights make 
Region XXI playoffs 


The Knights drew the six- 
seed in the payoffs this year. 
They will face off against the 
three-seed Springfield Technical 
Community College tonight at 
7 p.m. in Springfield. 

The other game pits the four- 
seed Bunker Hill Community 
College against the five-seed 
Roxbury Community College. 

The winner of the NECC game 
will go on the road to face Bristol 
Community College. The winner 
of the Bunker Hill/Roxbury game 
will travel to take on Lincoln 
College of New England. Both 
of those games will take place on 
Saturday, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. 


March Madness is 
slowly approaching 


This isn’t necessarily the 
March Madness you're think- 
ing of. March is the month 
when the spring sports get 
underway at NECC, and there’s 
a lot to be excited about in 2015. 


The baseball team is 
coming off their third 
consecutive trip to the 


NJCAA World Series and 
they have an itch to get back 
there this year. The defending 
Region XXI Champions 
begin their 2015 campaign on 
Sunday, March 15 against Itasca 
Community College of Grand 
Rapids, Minn. 

Softball is ready to begin their 
second season here at NECC, and 
there is plenty to build on from 
last year. With plenty of return- 
ing starters and some fresh talent 
coming in, the Knights will be 
pushing to get to the next step 
in 2015. Their first game is on 
Saturday, March 28 against 
NHTI. 

Track and field will also 
begin their season on March 
28 when they travel to Tufts 
University for the Tufts 
University Snowflake Classic. 


The gym is open 
Monday through 


Friday to students 

Students with a valid NECC 
ID can use the facilities for 
free. The facilities are open 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 
9 am. to de p.m. on: Fridays. 
Equipment open for use 
includes free weights, 
treadmills and rowers, among 
others. 
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The Knights ended 
the season with a 
4-2 record over the 


last six games 
By Mike ALONGI 
Sports Editor 


The NECC Knights have 
battled all season long, and it has 
paid off with a trip to the NJCAA 
Region XXI Division 3 playoffs 
this week. The Knights finished 
the regular season with a 12-15 
record, and their 61-57 win over 
MassBay Community College 
in their final game of the season 
last Wednesday got them into the 
playoffs. 

Before the game, the Knights 
honored their three sophomore 
players who would be playing 
their home game of their NECC 
careers. Edwin Gonzalez, Chris 
Corey and Daniel Rivera were all 
honored. 

The Knights went 2-2 in 
their final four games of the 
season, with wins over Holyoke 
Community College and Mass- 
Bay and losses to Dean College 


and Bunker Hill Community 
College. 
NECC was. blown out 


80-43 when they traveled to Dean 
College in Franklin, Mass on Feb. 
12. They didn’t get much in terms 


Boston Red Sox have 
decisions to make this 


A host of new 
pitchers and some 
big free agent 
signings means some 
players will have to 


earn a roster spot 
By Mike ALonci 
Sports Editor 

The Boston Red Sox have a 
lot to prove this season. After a 
disappointing 71-91 record in 
2014, Boston made a host of free 
agent signings in order to try and 
straighten up. 

They added pitchers Wade 
Miley, Rick Porcello, Joe Kelly 
and Justin Masterson to join Clay 
Buchholtz in the starting rotation. 

They also made some big 
deals for position — players, 
bringing in Pablo Sandoval from 
the San Francisco Giants and 
Hanley Ramirez from the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. 

This is probably a_ bigger 
spring training than in previous 
years because there are simply 
too many players and not enough 
positions to go around. 

Pitchers have to prove 
themselves in either the 
rotation or the bullpen, young 
players need to show they re ready 
for the show and the crowded 
outfield situation needs to be 


of scoring, only netting 14 points 
in the second half. The Knights’ 
turnover troubles continued 
as well. They committed 21 
turnovers and only forced eight 
on the defensive end. 

Gonzalez led the way for the 
Knights with 13 points. Elijah 
Mukiibi was held scoreless, but 
pulled down eight rebounds. 
Matt Lynch came off the bench to 
score six points in the loss. 

That loss must have really 


figured out. 

The Red Sox have 4 new 
additions to the full-time start- 
ing rotation in Wade Miley, Rick 
Porcello, Joe Kelly and 
Justin Masterson. Kelly was 
acquired towards the end of last 
season, and the other three were 
picked up as free agents this past 
offseason. 

Masterson began his career in 
the Red Sox organization before 
being traded to the Cleveland 
Indians in 2009. His best sea- 
son came in Cleveland in 2013, 
where he posted a 14-10 record 
with a 3.45 ERA and 195 strike- 
outs in 193 innings. 

Porcello is a good young 
pitcher. At 26 years old, he is 
getting ready to enter the prime 
of his career and is coming off 
the best year of his career to this 
point. He had a 15-13 record with 
a 3.43 ERA in Detroit in 2014. 

Although he only had 129 
strikeouts, he is mainly a contact 
pitcher who lives to make guys 
hit ground balls. He also posted 
the first 200-plus innings season 
of his career, finishing with 204 
innings pitched. 

Miley is a career 200-plus 
innings pitcher. In his first three 
full seasons in the big leagues, he 
pitched 194, 202 and 204 innings, 
respectively. While his ERA is 
just under four for his career, he 
can still be the innings eater that 


gion XXI playoffs 
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Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Matt Jameson saves a ball from going out of bounds in last Friday’s game against Mass- 


Bay Community College. Jameson is averaging 13.2 points per game this year. 


stung the Knights, because they 
came back two days later and 
pummeled Holyoke Commu- 
nity College 87-64. After only 
mustering 14 points in the second 
half against Dean, NECC put up 
49 on Holyoke in the second half 
of this one. 

The Knights shot the lights out 
as well, shooting 56 percent from 
the field and an incredible 52 
percent from three-point range. 
The Knights also pulled down 


this rotation needs. 

Kelly is a bit of a mystery at 
this point. Also 26 years old, he 
hasn’t thrown very many innings 
in his professional career. He has 
thrown 327 innings in five years 
of major league ball, and has an 
ERA of 3.41 with 220 total strike- 
outs. 

He has been used as both a 
starter and a reliever, but after 
a 4-2 stretch in the last part of 
2014 with the Red Sox, he will be 
counted on to be in this rotation 
this year. 

The big question this year will 
be whether or not Buchholtz will 
be able to anchor this rotation full 
of average starters. Before getting 
hurt in 2013, Buchholtz was 12-1 
with an astonishing 1.74 ERA. 

He proceeded to miss most of 
the 2013 season with back and 
arm issues. He then came back 
to post a 8-11 record with a 5.34 
ERA in 2014. 

He has never thrown more 
than 174 innings in a season, and 
his performance this year could 
very well decide his future in 
Boston. 

The good news surrounding 
this Boston team is that they 
should be able to hit like crazy. 
David Ortiz is coming off yet 
another great season and Dustin 
Pedroia is healthy this year. 

Backing up those two in the 
lineup are Hanley Ramirez and 


46 rebounds. But the most 
telling stat of the game, by far, 
was that the Knights only had nine 
turnovers. 

Matt Jameson came to play in 
this one, putting up a full line of 
19 points, five assists and three 
rebounds. Gonzalez added nine 
points and three assists, while 
Bryan Morales had 12 points and 
three rebounds. Lynch again gave 
quality minutes off the bench and 

Continued on page 11 


some 
spring 


Pablo Sandoval. 

This is Ramirez’s second 
go-around with the Red Sox 
after starting with the team as a 
prospect in 2005. He was dealt to 
the Florida Marlins in 2006 and 
played there until 2012, when he 
was traded to the Dodgers. He is a 
career .300 hitter with 191 career 
homeruns. 

Sandoval is a different kind of 
player. Not particularly a power 
hitter, he is a free swinger who 
saves his best performances for 
the playoffs. 

Although some fans and 
writers have voiced concerns 
about his weight, there shouldn’t 
be any doubt that he will be a 
consistent contributor on offense. 

The outfield situation is 
something that will be figured out 
over the course of spring training. 
There are currently six players 
who could play in the outfield for 
Boston this year. 

Those players are Ramirez, 
Rusney Castillo, Shane Victorino, 
Mookie Betts and Allen Craig. 

Ramirez and Castillo are 
almost locks to play left field and 
center field, respectively. 

Victorino has been a big part 
of the team over the past couple 
years, but missed the entire 2014 
season with back injuries. 

Betts came up from the minors 


last year and proved his worth, 
Continued on page I1 
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Knights grab the six- 


The saree. 
leadership has 
gone a long way for 
NECC this season 


Continued from page 10 

finished with 10 points, and 

Mukiibi grabbed eight more 
rebounds. 

The Knights suffered a tough 
seven-point loss to Bunker Hill 
Community College in their next 
game. While the Knights did pull 
down 44 rebounds, they caught 
the turnover bug once again and 
gave the ball up 19 times. 

The scoring was very well 
spread out for the Knights in this 
one, with six players scoring at 
least five points each. 

Gonzalez was the leading 
scorer with 15 points. Jameson 
and Mukiibi were right behind 
with nine points each. Mukiibi 
also pulled down 10 rebounds, 
which was only outdone by 
Jonathan Paulino’s 12 rebounds. 

And then it all came down 


The 2015 NECC Knights, along with Athletic Director Sue 
Stratton and assistant coach Joe Tardif. 


to the final game of the season. 
With a losing record, the Knights 
definitely needed a win to be 
assured a spot in the playoffs. 
They earned that win last 


Once the game started, they battled the 
whole way. 
- Sue McAvoy, Athletic Director 
NECC 


Sox 


Continued from page 10 

hitting .291 and playing great 

defense despite moving from his 

primary position of second base 

to the outfield. Craig also has a 

dismal 2014 after being ham- 
pered by injuries. 

Manager John Farrell has stat- 
ed that it is currently Victorino’s 
job to lose, and that very well 
may happen with Betts hot on his 
tail. 

This will undoubtedly be an 
interesting spring for the Red 
Sox. Jobs will be won and jobs 
will be lost. Fans shall see who’s 
still standing on April 1. 

Most of the players have 
already reported to camp and are 
ready to start the 2015 season. 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Sophomores (from left) Daniel Rivera, Chris Corey and Edwin Gonzalez 


with head coach Darren Stratton after the win over MassBay CC. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have 


to say. 


eee 000 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 . 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Wednesday at home against 
MassBay Community College. 
MassBay made a slight comeback 
in the second half, but NECC was 
able to hold them off and earn a 
61-57 win and a playoff birth. 
The Knights’ defense was the 
story in this one. While they did 
commit 13 turnovers, they also 
forced 13. They forced MassBay 
to shoot just 29 percent from the 
field and only 15 percent from 
three-point range. NECC also 


massively outrebounded Mass- 
Bay, 57-40. 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
McAvoy, head coach Darren 


Gonzalez and Mukiibi each 
scored in double figures, with 
Gonzalez dropping 19 points and 
Mukiibi scoring 15. Mukiibi also 
pulled down an impressive 18 
rebounds and had three blocks 
in the win. Gonzalez added six 
rebounds and four assists to his 
stat line as well. 

Jameson just missed a dou- 
ble-double, scoring eight points 
and grabbing 10 rebounds. 

Andres Hernandez played well 
off the bench with eight points 


seed in playoffs 


and four rebounds. 

The Knights drew the six- 
seed in the payoffs this year. 
They will face off against the 
three-seed Springfield Technical 
Community College tonight at 
7 p.m. in Springfield. 

The other game pits the four- 
seed Bunker Hill Community 
College against the five-seed 
Roxbury Community College. 

The winner of the NECC game 
will go on the road to face Bristol 
Community College. The winner 
of the Bunker Hill/Roxbury game 
will travel to take on Lincoln 
College of New England. Both 
of those games will take place on 
Saturday, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. 


NJCAA DIVISION Ill 
REGION XxXI 
PLAYOFFS 

Quarterfinals (Feb. 25) 


Matchup 
NECC at STCC 
Roxbury at Bunk. Hill 


Time 
7 p.m. 
7 p.m. 


Semifinals (Feb. 28) 


Matchup Time 
NECC/STCC at Bristol 7 p.m 
Rox./Bunk. Hill at Lincoln 7 p.m 


late to get 
involved with a 


spring sport 
By Mike ALONGI 


Spor ts Editor 
Anyone who is inter- 


ested in participating in a 
sport for the Spring 2015 
semester must submit a 
recruiting form, a physi- 
cal and an immunization 
form before becoming eli- 
gible to compete. 

These forms, along 
with others such as the 
NJCAA eligibility form 
and the Code of Con- 
duct can be found on 
NECC’s athletic website, 
athletics.necc.mass.edu 
under the header “Be- 
come a Knight.” 

Players who are inter- 
ested in playing softball 
are encouraged to contact 
head coach Robert Gilles- 
pie at rgillespie@necc. 
mass.edu or at (978)-556- 
3828. Gillespie is always 
looking for new players to 
add to the team. 

If track is more your 
style, you can contact head 
coach William Roche at 
wroche@necc.mass.edu 
or at (978)-556-3826. 
This is Roche’s first sea- 
son as head coach. 

He was formerly the 
assistant track coach under 
Richard Brown. 


Those interest- 
ed in trying out for 
the baseball team can 
contact head coach 
Jeff Mejia at 


jmejia@necc.mass.edu or 


at (978)-556-3827. 


The Knights  base- 
ball team is  com- 
ing off another great 
season that end- 
ed with a loss in the 


NJCAA World Series in 
Tyler, Texas. 

They will undoubtedly 
be striving for another run 
to the World Series this 
year. 

As always, if interscho- 
lastic sports aren’t suited 
for you, there are always 
opportunities to play in- 
tramural sports right on 
the Haverhill campus. 


The schedule is al- 
ways posted at necc. 
mass.edu under the 


header “Student Life.” 

It can also be found on 
the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the Sport and Fit- 
ness Center on the Haver- 
hill campus. 

Some sports offered 
for intramurals are flag 
football, soccer, volley- 
ball and ultimate frisbee. 
among others. 

There are plenty of 
great activities to enjoy 
over the spring semester. 

There’s a_ ski/snow- 
board trip to Gunstock 
Mountain, there is Winter- 


«: Spring sports 


fest on both the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses 
and the free pool is back. 

For intramurals, there 
will be soccer, dodgeball, 
floor hockey and volley- 
ball. 

And don’t forget the 
8-ball pool, foosball and 
ping pong tournaments 
scheduled throughout the 
semester. 

Once April comes, flag 
football and wiffle ball 
will also be offered. 

Spring Jam will also 
invade both the Lawrence 
and Haverhill campuses 
in April. 

There is also a gaming 
area in the lobby of the 
Sport and Fitness Center, 
complete with ping pong 
tables and pool tables for 
a small fee. 


There are a 
few days each 
semester when 


use of the 
tables is free. 

There is also a snack 
bar in the main lobby. 

Students who would 
like to use a _ lock- 
er can visit the main 
office at the Sport and Fit- 
ness Center (D106) and 
request one. 

There will be no use of 
the facilities over spring 
break except for a volun- 
teering event on Thurs- 
day, March 19. 


pool 
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Spring and summer 


offer a variety of 


fashion options 
By GABRIELA HERNANDEZ 


Correspondent 
© With March approaching, 
NECC students decide to share 
their fashion knowledge on the 
most anticipated trends for spring 
and summer 2015. 
© While we are still experiencing 
a harsh winter, Yaniery Martinez, 
20, has her mind on showcasing 
er spring and summer fashion. 
“I’m so ready for this winter to 
nd! I can’t wait to be able to 
alk through campus in my Mi- 
hael Kors flats,” said Martinez. 
* “When I was little,” she said, 
I would go through my mom’s 
Eloset and put on her clothes and 
jewelry and just try on different 
oks. I just feel like what a per- 
$on wears says a lot about them 
and that’s why I always try to 
fook my best.” 
® Martinez spends a lot of time 
rowsing “Websites like Pinter- 
est, Tumblr and a bunch of fash- 
jon and beauty bloggers.” She 
says it’s “where I get my inspira- 
tion from. 


“I’m always looking for ways 
to improve my look without 
changing my own personal style.” 

So what is Martinez’s big- 
gest fashion advice for looking 
your best this spring and sum- 
mer? “Pastels and neutrals! They 
were a hit this winter and they’re 
staying throughout the spring 
and summer. A girl can never go 
wrong with pairing different neu- 
trals together.” 


Back Page 


Opinion: Students 
talk fashion in 2015 


gets his fashion inspiration from 
his culture. “When I went to 
school in DR, the boys always 
had to wear their uniform and 
look real professional even at a 
young age. I think that’s where I 
get my style from.” 

He said, “In the generation we 
live in today, young men aren’t 
really into dressing profession- 
ally, they rather dress like their 
favorite rapper or something but 


I’m so ready for this winter to end! I can’t wait to 
be able to walk through campus in my Michael Kors 


flats. 
- Yaniery Martinez | 


SUE 


Business Management major 
Joel Santiago, 21, says he looks 
forward to taking out his spring 
and summer clothes. 

“I always store my clothes 
when the seasons change and 
I’ve never been more hyped to 
take out my spring and summer 
clothes. It’s been a long time 
coming,” Santiago said. 

Santiago was born in the Do- 
minican Republic and says he 


I want to inspire them to finish 
school and dress for success.” 

Nursing major Stephanie Mar- 
tinez, 18, said, “I’ve always loved 
wearing black; I think you could 
never go wrong with black. Oc- 
casionally, Ill get real dressed up 
and rock red dress or something 
but black has always been my 
thing. I think this new season is 
great reason to bring more color 
to my wardrobe.” 


NECC Annual Presidents’ Day Trivia ‘ 


This year’s ontest { 
before and after lea 


1. Which future p 
Purchase from Fre 


2. Two future 
officers. Name 


3. Which future p : 
in New York a j 


responsible for 
mines prior to 


6. Which | 
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House? © 
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Skin care is 
important 


Winter is the worst 
season for dry and 


sensitive skin 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE 


Correspondent 

The student parking lot at 
NECC’s Haverhill campus may 
not seem very far from the Spurk 
building or Bentley Library, but 
in bitter cold temperatures, the 
time it takes to walk from the car 
to the classroom is long enough 
to cause significant damage to 
your skin. 

Many college students are 
aware of how dangerous pro- 
longed exposure to the sun can 
be, but according to licensed aes- 
thetician, Kim Cooper, of Haver- 
hill keeping your skin hydrated in 
the winter can protect more than 
one’s outer beauty. 

“Even the smallest break in 
your skin can lead to serious 
health problems,” said Cooper. 
“Think of that little crack on your 
knuckle as a neon ‘Vacancy’ sign 
for millions of bacteria that want 
nothing more than to invade your 
bloodstream.” 

Besides being a_ breeding 
ground for germs and infection, 


chapped and broken skin can be 
very uncomfortable and itchy. 

NECC student, Melissa Dow 
of Amesbury, attends night class- 
es and has to walk from the stu- 
dent lot all the way to the science : 
building. 

“Tm kind of doomed with my 
sensitive skin,” said Dow. “My : 
face gets so cold but if 1 wrap a 
scarf around it, I break out in a 
rash. So I just put on like a pound 
of moisturizer in the morning and 
hope for the best.” 

Tyler Ksypka juggles classes 
at NECC and his work schedule 
at Walgreens. 

“I definitely see more sales in 
moisturizing products during the } 
winter,” said Ksypka. “We keep : 
the shelves well stocked.” > 

Aside from topical products — 
such as lotions and creams, there 
are steps you can take, internally, 
towards proper skin hydration. 

“Proper nutrition is a key 
benefactor in maintaining healthy — 
skin,” said Teri Catalano, of North 
Andover, a nutrition advisor and 
dietary aid. “My patients are sick 
of me telling them to drink more 
water and eat more fruit.” 


CREDITS: The transfer dictionary shows which of your credits will transfer 
to UMass Lowell. uml.edu/transferdictionary 


REQUIREMENTS: Find out more at uml.edu/requirementsbymajor 


CASH: UMass Lowell provided $145 million in financial aid last year and 
met 91% of demonstrated need. There are merit scholarships available for 


transfer students, too. uml.edu/financialaid 


HOUSING & CAMPUS LIFE: You won't want to miss all that's happening on 
campus— Division | athletics, suite-style residences, great food and events. 
Housing is guaranteed! uml.edu/student-services/reslife 


Become work ready, life ready, world ready at UMass Lowell. 


CONNECT WITH US! 


uml.edu/transfer 


transfer@uml.edu or 978-934-3931 


facebook.com/umitransfer 
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